
CARLISLE PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD MEETING 

 
The Carlisle Parks and Recreation Board held a meeting on October 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at 
Stuart Community Center. The following board members were present: Chairman Bob 
Schmidlein, Whitney Baker, Pam Fowler, Katie Maxwell, Eric Oakman and Curtis Stevens. 
Jennifer Love and Student Liaison, Jarrett Wilson, did not attend. 
 
Borough Council Liaison, Brenda Landis, Public Information Coordinator, Stephanie Taylor, 
Parks and Recreation Director, Andrea Crouse, and Parks and Recreation Secretary, Melinda 
Hench, were also in attendance. 
 
Chris Chiampi from the engineering firm of Frederick, Seibert & Associates, Inc. (FSA) and Matt 
Arment of Arment Concrete attended. There were approximately 20 additional guests. 
 
CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Bob Schmidlein at 7:00 p.m.  
 
SKATE SPOT KICK-OFF DESIGN MEETING 
A site visit was held at 6:00 p.m. at Lot A of the Fairground Avenue Linear Park. This allowed 
board members and the public to view the area where the Carlisle skate spot will be built. Chris 
Chiampi of FSA, Inc. and Matt Arment of Arment Concrete were on hand to answer a few 
questions. 
 
At 7:00 p.m., Chairman Schmidlein welcomed guests to a Public Meeting of the Parks and 
Recreation Board to kick-off the design of the skate spot. Brenda Landis summarized progress 
on the Fairground Avenue Linear Park. Construction of the park area at Lot D and the Skate 
Spot on Lot A is set to be completed by June 30, 2022. Staff is interested in gaining public 
feedback in advance of FSA designing the project and writing bid specifications. Chris Chiampi 
of FSA is consulting with Matt Arment, a designer of skate parks, concerning Lot A.  
 
Chris and Matt presented some preliminary designs of the skate spot portion of the project. 
Matt stressed that the skate spot, which will cover approximately 4,000 square feet, cannot 
include every feature desired by the public. Stephanie Taylor, the borough’s Public Information 
Coordinator, shared the results of a survey of 136 participants compiled through Engage Carlisle 
indicating the elements which are most desired by the public. Ranked first was a quarter pipe, 
followed by banks, ledges, rails and stairsets. 
 
The skaters in attendance shared their ideas. A spine was added to the list of obstacles which 
emerged from the Engage survey. Several people advocated for street oriented, plaza style 
elements. Many stressed the importance of good smooth concrete and limiting the number of 
obstacles to prevent overcrowding. Requests included porta-johns, space for skaters to stand 
while waiting, features for beginners, and lighting to extend the hours of use. 
 



When asked if there might be a second phase, Brenda said there is a possibility that the skate 
spot could be expanded into Lot B in the future. Lots B and C must be used primarily for 
stormwater management. As long as that function is fulfilled, it may be possible to incorporate 
additional skate park elements into the space if additional funds are raised. 
 
At the November 4 Parks and Recreation Board Meeting, Matt Arment will present some skate 
park renderings and take additional feedback. Following that meeting, the borough will make 
final decisions and FSA will complete the design of the Linear Park and write bid specifications. 
The project is expected to go out for bid at the beginning of 2022. After receiving bids from 
general contractors, the borough will choose the lowest responsible bidder. The project is on an 
aggressive timeline since DCNR funding runs out June 30, 2022. 
 
From Engage Carlisle, staff received feedback about amenities for the park area in Lot D. 
Inclusive play equipment was suggested, as well as adult swings. Andrea encouraged guests to 
contact her at the Parks and Recreation Department with additional comments. 
 
REVIEW OF PREVIOUS MINUTES 
Minutes of the September 2, 2021 meeting were approved.                                      Baker/Maxwell 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
Carlisle Halloween Parade 
The Halloween Parade will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, October 27, 2021. Bob and Eric 
will serve as two of the three judges. Staff is seeking a third judge. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Following a motion, the meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.                      Stevens/Maxwell 
 
The next meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board is scheduled for November 4, 2021 at 7:00 
p.m. at Stuart Community Center. Any member who is unable to attend is asked to notify 
Andrea Crouse.   


